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4 August 1967
S-2428

THE IOPINTIRCE OF NORTIT VINTHAM OR
LATERNAL "‘Omwm QF SUPPLY

iI. %re Sisnificance of Foreign Assistance

' The econony of North Vietnam is essentially mgrarian with ouly |

) fgx m&imﬁntary modern industry. Both the econcmic and militéry
5 m);ﬁbilities of the country are nurturcd almost exclusively by

”inputs from ebroad. North Vietnsm produces virtually none of itis

military hardvare. Its armed forces are equipped with Soviet weapons

- or Chinese coples of Soviet weapons. Foreign trade is also oﬁented
" overwhelmingly to other Comunist countries. Although Free World

: ¢sunt;*iés were the source of almost 20 percent of North Vietnsm's -

imports uring 1964 end 1965 (about $23 millien in esch year), the

Free World provided only six percent ($13 million) of North Vietnam 8

importa during 1966.

The degndenee of Horth Vietnam on foreign ald has undergone

& mrp end continuing rise since the start of the Rolling Thunder

program and the rapid build-up of V.8, forces in South Vietnnm in

1505, Without this sid Horth Vietnam would be herd pressed to wage

1ts aggressive war in the South. Other than manpower and leader-

ship, North Vietnam provides little direct input to the war.
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7?&1@‘&1&0{:'{3 conmiote denendence of North Vietnam on e>'£ez'”&l
sources o support vizrtunlly every i‘a et of ifa econonile and mili-
tary davelopmont has nade the country a ward of the Comunist world.
Toe UBZR ond Cormunist Calns together aince 1954 have acecowted for
*two-‘chifcié' of North Vietnam's impoi‘ts; wore than 80 percent of total
econcmic ald and slmost 100 percent of the nilitary aid offered to -

North Vietasm.

CAT. Hature of Foroirn Asnistance to Nopth Vietnan

_ Ai‘bhough_c}zim has been the traditional supplier of wilitary
m&, *{:hei USOR yrecently has made the greater contribution to Horth
Vi@tﬁﬁjxa'b,‘mili‘bam establishment., The value of Soviet ﬁeliveriés of
wilitary equiyment since the beginning of 1965 has been four timava:

mt; mﬁ&a& by Cozraunist China, principauy because th& Ussh has
ymﬁ.m& more sophisticated weapcns, especially alr defenss eystma.
’I":ze Uw‘% hag provided most of the sid for developing North Vietnam'
milimy Aafreastructure such ae airfieclds and naval bases. ‘

% the field "cf econonle assistance, howaver, the Soviet aund

Cinese contributions have been almost equal == $604 millica for

‘the UGER and $582 willton for Comunist China through 1966.

uoviet ond Chinese aid progrems -» econmmic and military =

_hava tended %o follow well established lines which reflect the capas

bix.itires mf the d.anors. In the econcmic field, the USSR hag tended
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©o enacentrate on heavy indusiry, principally mining, wanulfacturing,
antd powars Chixxesé aid projects, with some notable exceptions such

as the irom end ﬁteel couplex at Thai Hguyen and gome proJ- itz ia

 the power and chemical industries, have foauged on light industry

and agriculture.
A similar trend toward specialization 1s observed in military

a.igi mmé. The USSR has provided the move sdvanced equipnent

‘buch 08 purface-to-air minsiles » antialreraft guns, rodar, tanks,

k'nm., m1llery. The Chinese have been the main suppliere of tmcka,

amil axus, smuunition, and ground forces equipment,
fhe role of the other Communist states in ;:-rm"iding aid to

Borth Vietnam has been much less prominent. fhe countries of

Tastern Eu:mpe have provided almost no military aid (excluding
'ﬁruﬁké% end their contributions in the form of sconomic aid have
boen mlﬁtiwly modests v

Pilitary Atd

7 The USSR 1s the major provider of nilitary equipment ,' wrticu-
lorly the more sophisticated items such as MIG-2L jet fighters and

surface~to-alr missile systems (See Tables 1 end 2). In en apparent

rosponse to the Rolling Thunder program, the Soviet military aia
.'pmgm‘for North Vietnam focused on the rapid development of an

b.ir ﬂefanae system. Since the beginning of 1565, the: USER has

: 'prmrided &’ surface-im-air missile system with 30 firing battalions,
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g ey PO SO e E . T ot & g e E S S e, Sy
& dodny FRT5aN ulf.; ‘s L T SLTSIVRL G (;_.-’. J_R"'.'Ll_n:: G ala=O Ty lxghu Q:.A.‘JC:’S,

B2 MIG-O1s, ond Tk {XG-15/17e)s  Soviet celiveries during this wmericd

alno ’n lué‘ed approxivately 5,500 antisiveratd guns, as well as some

20 tma forces equl yoent.

Al%houe;h the Chinese have fallen behind the Hoviets &8 the msjor

'sanmas ku‘ﬁ")liex*, tue Cainese contribution has been slgnificant. The
'C‘h.cmm hwe provided only small mumbers of alrersft, nawmi craft
1 ;ani m»i&mmt’t g, Ghine:s& deliverlies of military equipment
- ;hava mg’msimd logistics support and small ayms and amunition.
| v_'?%us, nhile Boviet military aid has coacentrated on the dofenss of
: ',ma«m Vietmm, Chinese ald 18 divectly reloted tﬁ the fig‘xting
-wmbﬁiuen of the NVA and VC forces in Bouth Vietranm.

Faonomie Aic‘i

- Yas mture of economie a.ssistsmcu to North Vietnom is reflected

in impowt statistics. The chunist coun’ariea have vrovided sub-

E z:i;ani:ia‘l‘ guantities of equipment for transportation, construction,

power and malntenonce Progroma.  Machinery and equipment ig also
being nade available for new and continuing sid projects which

are not military assoclated.
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, dii'ersifiéd. rattern.

Ff‘w vital imports we traneport equipment and foodstuffs =« re-

, j:’flééﬁ the more diversified origin of many of North Vietnam's imports.

;. During 1965, the last year for which fiym es'bimtes are pcssible, -

‘ I\Iozfﬁh‘%fiutm 1mported over 3,500 trucks, of which about 2,000 were

’, for its military forcess fha UZER supplied cnly 20 percent of total

| ;tru&ﬁc ‘mpm rte in 1965; Ccr:rmumst China and the Last European Cozmnuniat
#omtriea each supplicd about Lo percents Imports of foodstufls ’

: which havo risen dvematically 4n recent monfhs s 2lso follow a

IIX. TITfects of n Cessation of Soviet and East Buropean Aigd

- The millitary impact of a cessation of Soviet and Bast Europsan

. suppiies to North Vietnsm would be elight, 1f cessation were cone

 ditioned on, Ttdppin@, the bombing of North Vietnam. Soviet military
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ald 1o overtlelninsly orieatsd 40 air defonge, and the need for aa
cloborate air ﬁ.ﬂf‘eufse system would be praciically negoted by a cessa-
tion of bombinz. uC‘)Vf.Ou military &id is only moaestly relevant *bo
Goxrth Vietnan's E’sbil.&uy to wage wor in the Bouth, al.though in

recent months there hos been an inercase in rocket attacks using

Sovict-mads weapons. ' §

25X1 ] Some petroleum

regulrements could be reduced by rationing. The essential requiree.
ments - jot fuel and hi-octane gas == would be reduced in the |
cbsence of bémbing and could probably be satisfied by Comnunist
China. If transit acroes the USSR wers denied, petroleum eould,
i‘or emmple, be shipped from Rummnis by sea, dlrectly to North ~ 5
fﬁ,eﬁm, or exported on Chinese account and then transshipped to

. llorth Vietnon,

R R e

In sddition, Borth Vietnam would be able to £ind alternative

e

-Gources of pupply for most of its other imports from the USER anc‘i

R

Iastern Europe. In the absence of boubing, requirements f'or trucks

7 e

and otirer transport equipment would fell drastically and could be |

25X1

mxintained by cxports from China

25X1

Humerous countries, on humonitarian grounds alone, would be willing

10 meet North Vietnamese requivements for food imports. ' ‘

GCh/n/T/onR
L August 19567
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